2010 Niagara County Fireman’s Softball League


1. Stephen Baes is running the league this year. All questions should be directed to him. He can be reached at (716) 523-2369 or Stephenbaes@yahoo.com. All complaints or problems should be addressed through email so that there is a record of everything that is said.  
2. All games will start promptly at 6:30PM
3. In the event of a double header for make-up purposes the first game shall be considered the make-up game. Also, it is recommended that team captains get together and arrange game times in order to complete at least five innings per game.
4. Each team will pay $16.00 per game towards umpire before the game starts. (Please note this is subject to change as umpires contract could change)
5. Home team must provide beer/pop and hot dogs.
6. Each team will pay a $50.00 league fee to Mike Drum of Gasport. This shall cover the playoff tournament trophy to be kept by champion and a traveling trophy to be passed on each year to new champion as well. The leftover money shall go towards the August 23rd Championship Day Party after games are complete. We ask the league fee be given to Mike sometime during season.
Rules and Regulations
1. Home team will make sure field is in a safe and playable condition.
2. ONLY three non-firemen will be allowed to play during each game.
Note: Immediate family of firemen (i.e. wife, mother, father, son, or daughter) count as firemen which will also include legally adopted children.

3.   Exempt members, social members, and junior firemen count as firemen. (i.e. this would include a firemen playing on another fire company’s team AS LONG AS they are on their roster.)
4.
The only way a team can sub a non-firemen for another non-firemen is an injury or something tragic that may happen.

5.
Each team will be required to keep an accurate record of first and last names of all team players. As well please mark scorebooks accordingly to indicate player’s status (i.e. firemen or non-firemen).
6.
At the end of the season tournament each team’s non-firemen must have played in at least five games during season to participate. This shall be verified by Stephen Baes using your scorebook should any questions arise.
7. At conclusion of game please have scorebooks signed by the umpires should any questions arise.

8. If for some reason an umpire does not show up for a scheduled game, both teams MUST agree on whom shall umpire the game. It is up to both teams to decide if they would like to use one or two volunteer umpire(s). As well please have volunteer umpire(s) sign your scorebooks.
9. Should a team drop out of the league during the season all of their future games will count as wins for the opponent.
10. Only Gold Dot balls will be used.  NO exceptions. Home team shall provide new balls.

11. All pitching is to be done from 50’ – 55’ away from home plate. We are NOT asking for any mounds to be moved so please check your distances and review with an umpire if a question should arise.
12. Arc is unlimited.

13. Base runners must slide or sacrifice themselves to avoid contact.

14. After the second strike occurs on a batter, the second foul ball will result in an out.
15. No mats to be used.

16. The complete plate is strike; please review this with an umpire during captain’s ground rules meeting. I believe umpires will follow our league rules as long as they are made aware of them.
17. The count will start at 0-0
18. If a team does not have enough players on roster by 6:45pm they shall forfeit the game. This means eight players. Open slots shall not count as outs as team is already at a disadvantage.
19. NO leading off of a base.
20. Three pinch runners per game (can be any player on the team.) Also, please make sure opposing team is aware of these runners.
21. Five complete innings must be played to make a game official. It is the umpire’s decision to call a game on the count of darkness. Also, it is the umpire’s decision to stop or call a game with inclement weather. Any tie games shall be rescheduled and will start at 0-0.
22. There is no mercy rule. Teams agreed that after five innings are played and score is overwhelming both teams may agree to keep playing or loosing team may decide to end game.

23. Any game rainout needs to be made up before August 17th playoffs begin.
24. RAIN OUTS: If fields are unplayable from night before, call head umpire by 5:00pm. If it starts raining on the day of the game we have until 5:30pm at the very latest to notify umpire and opposing team. If umpire arrives and game is cancelled there is a $10.00 gas charge (this is the Head Umpire’s call).
25. The head umpire this year is Charlie Webb.  He can be reached at (716) 830-3128. Please leave him a message including your name and number so he can call you back.
26. There will be no divisions this year. 
27. Season: We will begin league play on Tuesday, May 4th and end on Tuesday, July 27th. This gives us thirteen weeks (i.e. twelve games and one bye). The week of Tuesday, August 3rd and August 10th shall be used for any make-up games that may be needed. We did our best to try and spread games around. This could change depending on the amount of teams.
28. Playoffs: The top twelve seated teams will make it to play offs. The first round of playoffs shall be on Tuesday, August 17th at 6:30pm which will be single elimination. This will be played on normal fields. If two teams at end of season, end the season with a tied record it will come down to who won the game when they played each other.  The seating shall be as follows:

Game A
Game B
Game C
Game D 
Game E 
Game F 


1 VS. 12
2 VS. 11
3 VS. 10
4 VS. 9
5 VS. 8
6 VS. 7

*underlined team will have home field 


The rain date shall be Wednesday, August 18th.

      The winner of these games, (six teams) will move on to a tournament on the following Saturday, August 21st.  The double elimination championship will start at 10AM, Location is TBA. The final game of the winner and looser brackets will face each other, the final game being single elimination.
